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Robert Whitaker is the author of four books. His

first, Mad in America: Bad Science, Bad

Medicine and the Enduring Mistreatment of the
Mentally Ill was named by Discover magazine as

one of the best science books of 2002, while the
American Library Association named it one of

the best history books of that year. His second,

The Mapmaker’s Wife: A True Tale of Love,

Murder and Survival in the Amazon, was named

by the American Library Association as one of

the best biographies of 2004. It was translated

into eight foreign languages. In 2008, Crown

published On the Laps of Gods: The Red
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Robert Whitaker

Robert Whitaker is the author of four books, two of which tell of the
history of psychiatry. His first, Mad in America: Bad Science, Bad
Medicine and the Enduring Mistreatment of the Mentally Il was named
by Discover magazine as one of the best science books of 2002. His
newest book on this topic, Anatomy of an Epidemic: Magic Bullets,
Psychiatric Drugs, and the Astonishing Rise of Mental lliness in
America, won the Investigative Reporters and Editors book award for
best investigative journalism in 2010. Prior to writing, Whitaker worked
as the science and medical reporter at the Albany Times Union
newspaper in New York. His journalism articles won several national
awards, including a Geor
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