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September 04th 2019:Elderhood
How can we live well to the ends of our lives? And how are we
affected by societys view of being old and being elder? As
Louise Aronson aged herself, her view of these questions
deepened. As a gerontologist she had already been keenly
aware of the differences in this stage of life and how they
impacted her patients. But as her own experience changed
her viewpoint she realized that even the care offered during
this part of our lives is based on knowledge that may not apply
to the old or the very old. She set out to discover what makes
this time of life rewarding and how she could best navigate
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Featured Guest
Louise Aronson
Louise Aronson, MD, is the author of the story collection A History of the Present Illness
and a geriatrician, educator, and professor of medicine at the University of California,
San Francisco (UCSF), where she directs UCSF Medical Humanities. A graduate of
Harvard Medical School and the MFA Program for Writers at Warren Wilson College, Dr.
Aronson has received numerous awards for her medical work, teaching, educational
research, and writing. She is the recipient of a MacDowell fellowship and four Pushcart
nominations for her fiction, and her articles and stories have appeared in many
publications, including The New York Times, New England Journal of Medicine,
Lancet, and Bellevue Literary
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